








No one contests that it is important to better seize the spiritual 
phencmenon today. 

As the traditional faith of Northern Europe, the testimony of 2 
Gothi seemed interesting. It allows an approach to a funda- 
mentally ancient faith, although sometimes modern perhapy in 
its form. The main thing is to find the Essence. In the western 
modern world , examples of expression of a traditional anei 
authentic faith are rare. 

Here is therefore the testimony of Heimgest, director of the 
Gdinic Rite. He speaks of his own spiritual career, of the story 
zad the fature of Odinism, and of a lot more subjects regard 

ing the human being, his consciousness and Nature. 

This document is also one of the first (hat retraces in detail the 
northern movement History in general and especially Anglo- 
Saxon tw this ead of the XXth century. 
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RDeimgest 
À Gothi in che AA® cencury 


he IRMIN (Institute of 

Research on Northern 

Mythology and Identity) 
has for purpose to study the 
civilisation of northern Europe. 
Naturally that means to study the 
past, but also the present, and thus 
the modern expression of the 
Northern tradition — the heathen 
religion called Odinism or 
Asatru... 
In the galaxy of so-called pagan 
or heathen movements, it is often 
necessary to progress with 
prudence. The interest for the 
tradition and notably its religious 
dimension, the quality of the 
research — are they genuine in 
all these groups ? 
We had heard of the good 
reputation of the English Odinic 
Rite. During long, the link with 
the OR was only epistolary. We 
waited for the opportunity of a 
direct contact. Therefore we went 





one day to the National Moot 
(the yearly congress) of the OR. 
To know what it proposed. To see 
and evaluate people and the real 
quality of the work. 

We have discovered there a totally 
different sensitivity of what 
expresses elsewhere. This 
sensitivity is resolutely expressed 
in the title of a booklet of the OR: 
Odtnist says yes to lfe. Itis expressed 
more specifically in the OR- 
motto : Faith - Folk - Family. 
It is here the interest of the OR 
which regroups in its formula 
(and that lives) the essential of the 
great odinist principles. Maybe it 
is one of the alone northern group 
even heathen or pagan 
movements to synthesize them 
with so much force. Some groups 
are involved in magic, without 
consideration for the real life, for 
the community, or the family. 
Others want community with no 
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internal practice. Others again are 
going to be turned only to the re 
creation of an improbable past. 
The OR has the merit to give 
consistency and life to the whole. 
Here is therefore an alive 
movement, open, dynamics, with 
ita National Moot as intellectual 
and theoretical, as it can be 
experimental and practice. And 
we met and discovered 
Heimgest, the Director of the 
Court of Gothar of the OR — 
head of the group —, beacon of 
the Odinism in the middle of the 
storm, guardian of the wisdom 
and imperturbable helmsman of 
the OR ship. 

During the following years, we 
could see how Heimgest had been 
able to print its mark on its group, 
granting it to become one of the 
most dynamic, the most serious 
and the most genuine of this end 
of XX" century. 

Naturally, it is only here a 
testimony. In the detail, one may 
relativize such or such point. One 
can equally be involved or not in 
an active spiritual way, and not 
simply an observing way. But all 
those that are interested in 
traditional ways, in the natural 
relipiosities, will understand that 
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links, exchanges, contacts, are 
often a question of feeling. ‘Thus 
it appeared legitimate to us to 
offer this testimony to all seekers 
of truth of this century, and 
especially to those that can 
recognize themselves in the 
Northern lineage. This 
contribution to the study of 
religions and specifically of the 
modern northern way can as 
much help to understand an 
important and specific modern 
expression of the traditional 
spirituality, than to discover a path 
to the traditional faith. 


As Institute of Research on the 
northern civilisation, it appeared 
to us useful and enriching to 
present a group putting in 
practices the living and spiritual 
experience of the Northern 
Tradition. We are proud to present 
now the interview of a gothi. 


Anne-Laure et Arnaud 
d’Apremont 











The 


IRMIN : For you, what is 
paganism ? 

Heimgest : It depends in what 
context this term is used. However, 


in general, it is a term which merely 


implies something 
which is not essen- 
tially linked to the 
three universalist 
cults of the middle 
east : Judaism, Islam 
& Christianity. It 
will explain what 
you are not, but not 
what you are. If 
someone, as many 
do, explained their 
religion as “Pagan- 
ism’, what would it 
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today, who describe themselves as 
‘Pagar’ do not have this entire system 
as we Odinists do. They are a 
mishmash — an eclectic soup. Have 
Wiccans a creation myth ? If so 

i which one — The 
Egyptian ? The 
Teutonic (Odinist) ? 
The Outer Mongo- 
lian ? Or any one 
they fancy accor- 
ding to the ‘incense 
of the day’. And this 
would apply to the 
God Forces also. I 
have heard self 
claimed ‘Pagans’ say 
they worship “The 
Goddess’. OK ! 


really tell you — ‘Trust you’, says the Gothi Which Goddess ? 


only they are not 

Jewish, Christian or Moslem. There 
is no religion whose title or identity 
is Pagan‘ or ‘Paganism’. Odinism 1s 
a ‘pagan’ religion, but so is Shinto, 
Hinduism, etc. It does not tell you 
which path you follow, which God 
Forces, Ur-Geists, Volk-Geists, etc., 
you connect with. Odinism is a 
holistic system — it is complete. It 
has its mythology, its esoteric and 
exoteric aspects — the mystical and 
mundane — all! A lot of Europeans 





Or are they mono- 
theist just like the Judatc-Christians, 
the only difference being their 
mono-God 1s feminine. 

I PERSONALLY DO NOT LIKE TO HEAR 
ODINISTS DESCRIBING THEMSELVES 
AS ‘PAGANS’? — it denotes an 
uncertainty of identity to hide in this 
blanket term. However, if it is 
pragmatic at the time, then so be it. 
But I have never heard a Hindu or a 
Shintoist say ‘I am a pagan’. Their 
religion is a pagan religion but, like 
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Odinism, it is entire and defined and 
they can name it. Basically then, to 
me, Paganism is a term used by those 
who are not Jew, Christian or 
Moslem, but who do not have a 


complete and defined faith. 


I. Thus, what means Odinism 
specifically for you ° 

H. THERE IS NOTHING THAT MORE 
CLEARLY DEFINES A FOLK’s IDENTITY, 

THAN ITS NATURAL RELIGION. ‘The 
organic Religion of any Folk will 
define their identity and encapsulate 
the potential of that folk group more 
than anything else. This is because it 
is the sum of that folk and the shared 
experience, wisdom of that Folk. The 
folk unit is a manifestation in the 
world of form of the God Forces of 
their Religion and thus the Religion, 
continues the link, both biological 
and spiritual with their ancestors, 
their Gods, the Earth. It binds Past, 
Present and Future. It defines what 
a Folk was, what it is and what it can 
be. A Folk capable of a high Destiny 
will have this reflected in the 
splendour and wisdom of their 
mythology. A folk whose capability 
is less, will have cruder myths. 

A NOBLE PEOPLE WILL EVOLVE A No- 
BLE FAITH — A sadistic people, a 
sadistic Faith. Not only does a Folks 
Religion, its myth illuminate their 
past heritage, it also acts as a beacon 
for the Present and a guiding Light 
for their Future. Our Natural Reli- 
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gion is Odinism : it is our Heritage, 
our Identity and our Destiny. 

The Odinic Rite 1s, of course, the 
Standard bearer, the Vanguard of the 
Odinic Re-Awakening, 


I. Odinism, particularly, and 
Paganism, in general, are non- 
dogmatic ° What does that mean 
for you ? Is there nothing 
inalienable ° Nothing sure ? 
Nothing to believe in with 
certainty ° 

H. Firstly I do not know that this is 
totally correct. Hinduism is a Pagan’ 
Religion, Shinto is a ‘Pagan’ Religion, 
I believe these have some dogma. 
The various brands of Paganism 
encountered more among Euro- 
peans seem very confused on this. 
They may say they have no dogma 
— But is this true really ? For 
example I have seen several ‘Pagan’ 
Journals which include the statement 
‘We believe that... such and such 
Religion / way, is for everyone 
tegardless of race, creed, colour, 
sexuality... etc? —- or — ‘we will 
publish the views of everyone as long 
as they are in acceptance of the fact 
that all are equal regardless of race, 
creed, colour, sexuality, etc.’ or words 
to that effect. Now, for a start, they 
have developed a dogma in this for 
they deny a right to disagree. I will 
not belabour this point suffice to say 
it is totalitarian — ‘You are all equal 
unless you disagree with us and you 
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have the right to free thought and 


speech as long as it 1s what we wish 
you to think and say.’ However I am 
not overly concerned about what 
other ‘Pagans’ think or do so long as 
it does not harm us. 

As far as Odinism is concerned, the 


_ fact we do have little dogma means 


for me, our Odinic ancestors were 
very wise, noble and natural people. 
Being “non- -dogmatic’ is not the 
same as having no structured beliefs. 
Of course, there are things which are 
sure and to be believed with certainty 
— of course there are ‘parameters’ 
which define us, give us identity. 
These are the things which could be 
described as ‘Nature’s Laws’ — 
These ate Eternal and immutable. 
Before the catastrophic arrival of 


_Judeo- -Christianity, | the idea of 
‘Dogma’ did not need to exist — 


People knew the truths. Because 
Odinism accepts the natural Laws, 
there was no need to invent: 
“‘Dogmas’, which exist to force what 


ate basically fallacies upon people. © 


A prime example being the Dogma 
that ‘All Il men are Equal’. This 1 is utter: 
non-sense. nse. We, as ıs Odinists know this 


‘is is just a a Lie. Even. if it was desirable, a 


——`##~* 


which in any case it is not, making i it | 
_ a dogma will not make it reality. I do 


not wish to list and demolish 
Dogmas one by one, and I have I 
hope no need to dwell on this busi- 
ness of Equality long — Suffice to 


say, it exists nowhere in the whole 
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of Creation. People are unique, 

different. Quite obviously people are 
not equal in stature, strength, 

physical abilities. As physical, men- 

tal and spiritual Aspects are all linked, 

it is apparent also people are not 

equal in spiritual attributes. I do not 

think I need continue to illustrate this 

point ; 1t is starky obvious. 


WHAT WE BELIEVE IN WITH CERTAINTY 
ARE THE Laws OF NATURE. IS this 


‘Dogma : ? It would depend on view. 


We believe harming our Folk and 


Folk: soul is negative. Of course we 
can defy Nature’s Laws — But only 


for so long — in the end continued 


- defiance ends with destruction. 


So it could be said our Dogma — 
our certainties relate to the ultimate, 
the essence. Odinism is our expres- 
sion of how that ‘ultimate’ relates, 
shapes, affects us — there 1s less 


| „ need for dogma on this level. We | 


know the Gods exist, how they are 
perceived by each individual may be 
slightly different. We do not 
therefore say ‘Odin has a long grey ' 
beard and an eye patch and if you | 

do not believe that you are wicked’. | 

This is just one way of perceiving, | 


eaters, 


| the important thing is perceiving, . 
j | experiencing his existence. It is like 

j the myths — they are not to be taken | 
.as literal truth, but as expressions of ; 
‘essential truths in a form which we 
‘can understand. I hope I am / 

_ explaining this properly as it is a | 
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difficult thing to explain — it is more 
experienced. 

Accepting Nature’s laws, we naturally 
have certainties. Positive co 
operation and accep- 
tance of them 1s 
beneficial and conti- 
nues Life and Exis- 
tence. Ignoring, flou- 
ting or transgressing 
them is negative and 
destructive. 

The Christians (and 
others) of course, had 
to have rigid dogma, 
they claimed their 
‘myths’ were literal 
truth and the only 
way to compel people 
to accept, what is 
obviously not literal 
truth, was to create dogma. And 
‘Dogmas’ so often relate to the 
‘physical’ not to the essential. I have 
heard of some who say they are 
Odinists trying to bring much 
Dogma into things — for example, 
[ have heard some saying a sword at 
the site of Blotar is ‘forbidden’. That 
is just nonsense and dogma because 
it is a man engendered thought. If 
you do not want a sword — Fine — 
Do not ! But do not say it is 
forbidden. It has no relevance to 
Nature’s Laws. 

The sword is also a symbol of the 
“Tongue of the Gods’. We get our 
word ‘swear’ meaning to pledge an 
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oath from the word Sword and the 
practice of ‘pledging an oath on the 
sword’. So it is valid to have a sword 
at ritual if wished. The having or not 
having has nothing to 
do with Natural Law. 
There is historical in- 
formation which sup- 
ports both practices, 
so it is a choice. 

I think I have said 
enough on this — 
Yes, there are definite 
thing to believe in and 
they relate to the di- 
vine Laws of Nature. 
Yes we obviously 
have parameters 
which define us. Life 
creating actions, Of 
Life preserving for 
our Folk we follow. The actual 
‘Experience of the Gods and the 
practice of ritual leading to that’ 1s 
less dogmatic. 


I. Why do you think that Odinism 
has still a place in our contem- 
porary world ¢ Is it truly a reli- 
gion for the Future ° 

H. As you can understand from the 
last question, Odinism, of course has 


a place in the world, in fact it is 
perhaps more needed than ever. THE 
ESSENCE OF ODINISM IS TIMELESS, — 


ETERNAL. It is the outward expres- 
sion of ‘primal Laws and Truth. It is 
the Divine Manifest in the world of 
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| form. Certainly the outer ‘clothing’ 


E 


< may change, we are not ‘stuck’ in a 
| time warp and do not seek to escape ˆ 
¡ into some fantasy world. We exist 
|| here and now, linked to Past and ' 

* Future. While the outer clothing has 


changed, the essence is unchanging. 
The Laws of Nature are unchanged 
and in this century we face, more 
than any other period in recorded 
history, the consequences of ignoring 
them. Only a new awakening of the 
Odinic Consciousness can stop the 


| death of the world. Only the Rebirth 


of Odin’s Nation can mean our peo- 


ple have a Future. If our people are 


destroyed — then in time all folk 
units will also become extinct. We 
create the Revolution of Peoples 
awareness which must preceed any 
real Revolution. Without the Reinte- 
gration with our Spiritual Dimen- 
sions, any physical only Revolution, 


advance, structure, will not last” 


because it will not be built on the 
Spiritual Awareness needed to 
nourish and sustain inwardly the 
outer body. And by us, we hope to 
aid the return of all other folk groups 


mm, -.11... 


to their true Religion, their unique 
destiny - but our primary work is for 


our own people. It is a Religion of 
Past, Present and Future — there 





“will be no future if Odinism does 


not exist in the Present. 


I. According to you, why must we 
be Odinist ? 


moron J 
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H. That 1s a strange question for I 
have never said we must be Odinist. 
We carry within us the spark of 
Divinity bestowed upon us by the 
God forces. Part of that means we 
are free men and women. Odinism 
is not about ‘forcing’ people to- 
become Odinists. We do not preach 
to people. We provide a movement 
for those, who by their own will, 
those who have been granted 
heightened awareness — enlight= 


_enment some might say — have” 


recognised the possibility for a ño- 
ble and high destiny — to help- 
advance this holy awareness. But it 
must be by free choice. It is not a 
case of saying ‘you must’. This is 
emphasised by our Profession Ritual. 
People who become professed, that 
is those who freely swear their 
allegiance to the Gods, the Folk, the 
Rite, the New Awakening ; do so 
freely. In fact Profession 1s not urged 
on anyone and the Ritual, now 
anyway, makes its importance and 
holiness and binding nature totally 
clear. We do not ‘convert’ people, as 
the Judaeo-Christians and such do - _ 
we ‘restore’. The difference in 
terminology is very significant if you 
think about it..If you are of the 


_Odinic Folk, if you wish to restore 
beauty, to actually strive to create a 


natural, decent, and noble way of li- 


~ ving — then you must be an Odinist. 


If you cannot be bothered, if you can 


_only wish for a higher way but not 
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actually do anything, then do not 
reclaim your birthright — Do not 
become an Odinist. There 1s no 
‘must about it — it is a free choice. 


I, Is Odinism for anyone ? And 
why £ 

H. It must be made crystal clear — 
Odinism is definitely NoT for 
everyone. Like all organic religions, 
Odinism is ethno-centric. It is tribal, 
a Folk religion. It is an expression of 
our biological and spiritual link with 
the Gods whose creative forces 
brought us into being. We are directly 
linked with them in a symbiotic 
process. Odinism is the shared 
experience of our folk unit and how 
that has interacted with other mani- 
festations of God Forces — the land, 
the weather, etc. Each component of 
existence has a unique and definite 
role to play. In achieving that, there 
is harmony and balance, the chain 
of nature is complete. If the links 
break, then unbalance begins. 

Of course the Judeo-christians 
‘ungodded’ Nature and the results of 
this are clear today. Via Odinic 
practice we also connect with our 
ancestral spirits — it would be 
absurd to imagine someone not of 
our folk could do likewise. 


I. Don’t you think it is quite harsh 
lo segregate Anyone in our mo- 
dern world ? 

H. It is not a segregation in the bad 


|0 
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sense of the word. Stranger folks 
have their own similar and unique 
Religion which is suited to them, 
which links them to their Gods and 
ancestors. Itis absurd if members of 
our Folk attempt to follow these 
stranger religions. 

No one suggests there should be 
only one species of bird or insect, ot 
plant or tree or any type of animal, 


vegetable or mineral, for in diversity 


is Creation and Life. Yet, when it 


-comes to humanity, there is a 


sickness and perverse attempt to 


destroy this uniqueness. There is an ` 


attempt to place the human species 
outside Nature, and to ignore the fact 
we ate an integral part of Nature and 
bound, like it or not, by the natural 
laws which govern all species. There 
is a drive to merge all into a rootless, 
cultureless mass of consumers. If 
folk are lost from their past, if the 
chain of existence is broken, they 
have no future. They are lost. Each 
folk has its unique abilities and 
destinies. 

We hail this diversity. Now some may 
say this is race hate — it is 1n fact 
exactly the reverse. WE SEEK TO 
PRESERVE THE UNIQUENESS OF EACH 
FOLK. To preserve not destroy as the 
‘universalists’ do. It is they who are 
race haters. We who restore Beauty. 


I. It is said that we do not become 
Odinist, we are Odinist by birth. 
But what are the main 
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characteristics to be an Odinist in 
the modern world ? 

H. Well, of course, you are absolutely 
right, WE ARE ODINIST BY BIRTH — it 


is our Blood and Heritage and the 
reason we do not talk of ‘ converting’ 


people but ‘restoring’ them when 
they become professed. We do not 


‘convert’ or ‘change’ them, | for they 


are already Odinist whether they 
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the Restoration of that Right, as well 
as much else. 

As to the main characteristics ; a 
desire and attempt to live by the no- 
ble virtues and charges of Odinism 
[see below]. This naturally entails a 
respect for Life, for all aspects and a 
desire to be as efficient as possible 
in these, physical, mental, spiritual. 
_ The principles of Comradeship, 


realise or not — their place in Odin’s _ Loyalty, Honour, Courage should be 
Nation is a Right and Profession is strong - 





























I. What are the basic creeds of Odinism ? 
H. These are encapsulated in the nine Noble virtues and charges of 
the OR. The NINE NOBLE VIRTUES ate : 
COURAGE - TRUTH - Honour - FIDELITY - DISCIPLINE - HOSPITALITY 
INDUSTRIOUSNESS - SELF-RELIANCE - PERSEVERANCE. 
And the NINE CHARGES ate : 
1. To maintain candour and fidelity in Love and Devotions to the tried 
friend : though he strikes me I will do him no scathe. 
2. Never to make a wrongsome oath : for great and grim is the reward 
for the breaking of plighted troth. 
3. To deal not hardly with the humble and lowly. 
4. ‘To remember the respect that is due to the Great Age. 
5. To suffer no evil to go unremedied and to fight against the enemies 
of Faith, Folk and Family: My foes I will fight in the field nor be burnt 
in my house. 
6. To succour the friendless but to put no faith in the pledged word of 
a stranger people. , 
7. If I hear the fool’s word of a drunken man, I will strive not : for 
many a grief and the very death groweth from out such things. 
8. to give kind heed to dead men : straw dead, sea dead or sword dead. 
9. To abide by the enactments of Just authority and to bear with cou- 
tage the Decrees of the Norns. 
These nine Noble Virtues and Charges of Odinism are self 
explanatory. 
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A reverence for our Earth of course 
and a realisation of the values which 
transcend the current ‘capitalist/ 
liberal’ mode. Self-responsibility also 
of course is a key aspect, and the 
realisation that we, in some way, be 
it minute, either help or not the 
advance of our movement in every 
action we make. This is not always 
realised, but if we show an act of 
hospitality, we help the Odinic 
consciousness manifest a little more. 
Laughter with friends, Love of 
Family, even making Love with Joy. 
OUR ACTIONS SHOULD ALWAYS HONOUR 
THE GODS AND GODDESSES, as we are 
one aspect of their manifestation on 
Midgarth. Of course, we cannot be 
‘perfect? — but it is the desire and 
attempt to be ‘higher’ which is im- 
portant and actually heroic. 


I. Now, let us speak, specifically 
of the Odinic Rite. Which were its 
predecessors ¢ 
H. As has been seen there were 
myriad groups and individuals, some 
named and known, some unknown. 
Obviously Frey Hof and Saxnot in 
Britain, Odinist Fellowship in 
North America. It was more the 
crystallising of a ‘feeling’ plus myriad 
groups into something definate. 
Among those influential this century 
in the Odinic Restoration must be 
considered Alexander Rudd Mills 
(a.k.a. Tasman Forth) who 
founded the pre-WWII group “The 
12 
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Angle Kin Body’ or ‘First 
Anglecyn Church of Odin’ in 
Australia. He formulated a collection 
of Odinic ritual which had influence 
on the early blotar of the Odinist 
Committee/Odinic Rite: Though 
today these rituals seem very dated 
and are clearly a product of their time 
and the greater influence on the 
Christian Church had then among 
the British peoples (& colonies), 1t 
was an important step. In some ways, 
it is apparant he attempted to subvert 
Christianity in one of the ways 
Christianity subverted Odinism ; that 
is by keeping a ‘familiar’ formulary 
and feeling (familiar for Christians), 
but overlaying Odinic meenings, 
God names, etc. Also of great 
interest was his usage and the intro- 
duction of the old ‘hailing’ stance. 
Due to its usage by some political 
groups, this stance is a matter of 
some controversy today, though it is 
a legitimate and valid Odinic stance. 


I. Thus, what is precisely the Story 
of the Odinic Rite ° 

H. The late 1950’s and continuing 
in the 60’s saw a new blossoming of 
the Odin consciousness. This led to 
myriad’s of tiny groups springing up 
who were, with varying degrees, 
aimed at restoring our ancestral faith. 
Most of these were short lived, 
however the overall aim continued. 
In the 1960’s, an esoteric Odinic 
group — The Frey Hof — came 
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into being. [It was founded by 
Asbjeorn, now a member of the 
Court of Gothar of the Odinic 
Rite]. This, being esoteric, was 
closed, but its work .continued the 
advance. Of course, this blossoming 
and rise in consciousness was not 
confined to Great Britain, but was 
apparent in many lands. The 
Christensens in Canada with 
Sunwheel Magazine were influential in 
this. In 1973, this 
upsurge in Odinic 
consciousness 
meant the time was 
right for a more 
structured group to 
be brought into 
existence in Britain 
and the Commit- 
tee for the Resto- 
ration of the 
Odinic Rite or the 
Odinist Commit- 
tee was founded. 
There is reason to 
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For one reason or another, and again 
we shall not detail it here, this OC 
was suddenly disbanded at the end 
of the 70’s. It was reformed in 1980 
as the Odinic Rite and again Saxnots 
leadership were asked to join. So too 
were the leaders of Frey Hof. The 
Rite, then came into existence in 
1980, and has evolved and continues 
to do so since then. 


I. How did you met 
Odinism, then the 
Odinic Rite ° 

H. I will keep this 
brief for it is a ques- 
tion which could take 
a book (at least) to 
reply to in full. I first 
‘met’ Odinism when I 
experienced my first 
incarnation. However 
Pll to keep to the 
present incarnation 
for this question. 
Even then it is impos- 


speculate the Real  dufeuchfer ou Jul Tower sible to say ‘when’ or 


intention of for- 

ming this group which we shall not 
delve into here. In reality it existed 
as an ‘idea’ more than a ‘fact’. By that 
I mean it actually did little, but it did 
bring interested individuals into con- 
tact. Among the earliest members the 
founding members really were the 
leaders of an Odinic group called 
Saxnot [founded by Olaf & Oswin, 
both members of the CG of the OR]. 


‘how’ as ever since I 
can remember I have had an interest 
in History, Myth, Folktales, etc. I was 
brought up with values I now know 
to be Odinist. 

I suppose on a conscious level, it was 
in my mid-teens (the early 1970's ce) 
that I realised the Religion of 
Odinism, whose myths, culture, etc., 
I was deeply interested in and drawn 
to, was in fact a living religion and 
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more importantly my natural, or true, 
Religion. At this time I also had an 
expetience which falls into the 
esoteric category. I will not elaborate 
on that experience here, suffice to 
say it crystallised my deep interest 
in our Myth, our Lore, our Heritage 
and the Destiny we could have. This 
crystalisation led me to form, with a 
group of close friends who shared 
at least some of my interests and 
beliefs, an Odinist group called “The 
Heimdal League’. It was a totally 
closed group. We only allowed peo- 
ple we knew as good friends to join. 
We were all aged between 15 and 19. 
As said this was in the early 70’s cz. 
The H.L. continued to exist 
throughout the 70’s. during that time 
we had heard of other groups like 
us, the most active and largest being 
SaxNot. This was also pretty exclu- 
sive. Another group we heard of was 
the Odinist Committee, though we 
heard conflicting reports of its aims, 
membership, etc. 

However, at that time, and possibly, 
with the arrogance of youth, we did 
not wish to contact any other groups 
— we felt we did not need anyone 
else. As you will have noted — we 
were all in our teens and our atti- 
tude obviously reflected that. 

The Odinist Committee had among 
its founder members, the leaders of 


Deimgesc speaks 


at the end of the 70’s — they 
continued to keep an active, albeit 
rather secretive, Odinist group 
functioning, Of course there were 
others, including HL. In 1980, the 
Odinic Rite was formed and among 
those who helped in its creation, 
wete the Sax-Not people and the 
leaders of the totally closed Frey 
Hof. HL heard of the OR, but still 
we felt no reason to approach them. 
However, by the mid-80’s, the 
League had basically served its 
function and had gone as far as it 
could usefully go. We had of course 
grown older and passed from 
teenage to adulthood. Members were 
naturally changed. Marriage, careers, 
children, greater responsibilities 
arrived. Of course, those who had 
really been awakened wished to still 
work for the restoration of our 
natural faith, but with the benefit of 
Experience and a deepened 
awareness, it was realised the HL no 
longer provided the best vehicle for 
advance. The HL came to its natural 
end and a few of us decided now 
was the right time to join with 
another group. As Sax Not had 
already helped in the formation of 
the Rite (the leaders anyway), the OR 
appeared to be the best option. Our 
consideration was pragmatic — what 


group has the potential to best serve 


SaxNot [Olaf & Oswin]. So when“ “Faith, Folk and Family. 


the OC was abruptly and surprisingly ` 


(for most of its members) dissolved 


|4 


“T contacted the OR and went to a 


meeting. I remember it very well. It 
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was held in a tiny East End of Lon- 
don Flat. There were four people 
there, that includes myself. To be 
totally candid, it was not exactly 
stirring, but I felt there was potential. 
Had I been a total newcomer, it is 
likely that I would not have returned, 
but I HAD GONE ALONG AS SOMEONE 
ALREADY DETERMINED TO WORK FOR 


aimed for 1s never held — not in the 


|| THE RESTORATION OF ODINISM. If one, 
` waits for the ‘perfect’ group to ar- 
| tive, then at best one will wait a long ' 
| time. More likely it never will. Exis- | 
| tence is evolution, perfection, though: 


RATE 


coarse material realm anyway. So as | 
f 


it was, I came away thinking ‘yes, I ` 
l want to help the OR. I will help’. I ; 
went back to my comrades and | 


advised we joined and gave the OR. 


_ our loyalty as members. Some joined, | 
some did not. Obviously I was. 
among the ones who did. Basically 


then, that is how I ‘met’ the OR. 
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I. For how long have you been 
Director of the Court of Gothar ¢ 
H. I was unanimously elected on 
22° of April 1989 (22"° Ostara 2239) 
at a moot of the Court of Gothar 
convened for the purpose of electing 
the Director of the Court of 
Gothar. I was installed as the Rite’s 
Director (DCG), the following day 
in a ceremony held at the White 
Horse Stone. I have served our 
movement, the OR continuously as 
DCG since then. 


I. What are your functions ¢ 

H. The CG heads the OR, decide 
policy, sanction professions, Hearth 
formation, formulary, etc. The DCG 
heads the CG. Ultimate decision 
rests with the DCG, but, of course, 
the DCG will be advised by CG & 
Other members. At official OR 
Blotar, the DCG acts as presiding 


The 
White Horse 
Stone 
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Gothi, unless it has been decided 
otherwise. The Post has been likened 
to the ‘Point of Odin’s Spear’ — 
If we keep this analogy in mind, then 
the spear blade and shaft are the 
members. All are linked, if the best 
benefit is to be had — Each 
component of the spear must be as 
efficient as possible. 


I. What is the importance Lâu the 
Rite today ẹ = 


H. The Rite provides a ‘home’ fis! ’ 
those seeking restoration to Odin’s . 
Nation. In times of confusion and | 
perversity, we stand like a rock in 


dark turbulent waters. Those with 
strength of Heart and will can hold 
this rock and pull clear of the | 
polluted torrent. 

Of extreme importance is our 1n- 
fluence world wide on other 
individuals and groups. This in- 


fluence is plain to see for those who , 
‘know. ‘Influence’ is, at this time’ 


particularly, more important than 


physical power. Physical power is- 


easily seen, easily identified by friend, 
but also by foe. It can therefore be 


easily targetted by the foe and. 


destroyed — whether it be by Force, 
by corruption, neutralisation — 
whatever means. But influence ? 
‘That is like an underground stream. 
It surfaces here and there. Bubbles 
up, nourishes and disappears 
seemingly. It cannot be identified and 
destroyed. Very often those who are 
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influenced, do not even realise from 
which source this influence comes. 
A influences B and C. Probably B 
and C will realise the source of in- 
fluence. Then B and C influence D, 
E, F, and maybe G. Probably D, E, 
F and G do not realise the initial in- 
fluence is from A or B, and so on. 
In the past two months, I have seen 
the ritual of three groups who are 
not the OR. But each one is clearly 
influenced by us. This is excellent, 
for we in turn draw our influence 
and inspiration from our Gods and 
Goddesses, our Ancestors and Folk 
Soul. We also provide Inspiration for 
others. ` 
(Ne ARE THE VANGUARD OF THE 

New AWAKENING. We must blaze the 

\ Paths anew for others to follow. We 


\ % r 
N Lf 


HAS THIS DAY REEN PROFESSED ACCORDING TO THE 


ODINIC RITE 
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integrate the Past, Present and Fu- 


u; ture again. A person or Folk, cut off 


from their Past, is aimless in the | 
Present. They cannot feel the 
profound importance of their exis- 
tence or the responsibility they have 
as a link in creations chain. They 
cannot truly love their land or care 


for the future, being cut adrift from ., 
the living flow of Past, Present, Fu- | 
ture. The OR restores this link for | 


those who come to us or are 
influenced. 3 
We seek to work in harmony with 
Nature. As-our Mother-Earth 
nurtures us, so we seek to protect 
our Mother. WE ARE THE- GREEN’ 
FAITH OF OUR FOLK. In the world of | 
. form, „we are manifestation of the 
| manifest anells again. Berkana can 
_ dance in our peoples hearts again, 
; ldunna can dispense the Life Food. 
“The OR tills the ground that the 
. fresh shoots of the New Awakening 
can spring forth. 


t, We do not buckle and EWist ourselves| | 
| to “fit in’ with a sick society. We do. 
\ not seek to offend, but we hold by, 
_ the truth and if that offends some , 
‘or many — so be tt. Nature’s laws ` 
¡ are not subject to the numbers of | 


humans who accept them or not. 
They are unswayed and unchanging. 
Our way is not easy, it can in fact be 
very hard. It demands sacrifice, great 
sacrifice at times. Yet it is a noble 
way. The mere fact we exist is a 


We provide a light of Hope, ( ak 
AN dance and Direction as we ate guided 






i who hold aloft the brand and plant 


.HAIL THE HiGH Gops ! HAIL THE 
‘Rite ! 


- lived by the religion, there was no 
_ need for a ‘name’ — there were not 


suppressed. Now a separation was 
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trrumph in these times, heroic in the 
true. sense. 


ty our Gods. k 
“In this long, dark, winter — Now, 
more than ever, is need for those 


and guard the seeds for the new 
Spring. The OR holds high that 
flame and nurture the seeds. 


I. Why using the term ‘Odin- 
ism’ ? Why not, as others, Asatri? 
or ‘Nordism’ or Irminism’, 
‘Armanism’ or any other terms 
used (Troth, Vanatru, Thorism...) 
H. It has been said that our early 
ancestors had no name for their (and 
our) religion. This is probably true, 
but in those times all the community 


other religions they we oppressed by. 
To them ‘religion’ was natural — it 
was in everything — it bound 
altogether, the physical, spiritual, 
intellectual. This 1s a hard concept 
to explain as ‘it is a thing 
‘experienced’. Things obviously 
changed. Stranger folks were 
encountered and of course strangers 
religions and with the onslaught of 
judeo-christianity the real meaning 
of religion was subverted and 
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made between the physical and 
spiritual. Obviously to identify which 
religion is ours, we must name 1t. 
We use the name Odinism because 
that is what the earliest overt 
restorers of our religion who 
influenced the rebirth called ít. Also 
there is another equally pragmatic 
reason. For whatever reason, most 
people have at least heard of ‘Odin’. 
Perhaps this is because the last overt 
followers of our Faith were the 
‘Norse’ who used the name Odin as 
the name of the Chief of the Gods. 
Perhaps the ‘whys’ are not of much 
importance, the important thing 
being most people have at least heard 
of Odin and know he is a ‘God’ even 
if they know nothing else about it. It 
is clearly sensible then to use a name, 
a term, which is at least not totally 
obscure. It is a point to start. Also, it 
emphasises it is not some ‘guru’ Of 
such. It shows it is an ancient, 
historically recorded Faith. Most 
other names used do not. Odin, 
Woden, Wodan, Wotan — 
whichever name you use, 1s 
acknowledged as a Chief of the 
Gods, it is not an unusual thing to 
name a religion, a movement, a train 
of thought or action, etc., after the 
perceived ‘Chief’? or founder. This 
is seen with such diverse things as 
‘Darwinism’ or Bhuddhism. Some of 
the other terms mentioned are also 
too limiting, confusing or as said 
unknown. Odin is the name used as 
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the name of our ‘Pantheons Chief’ 
in the historical documents (such as 
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles) which 
detail the beliefs of the last overt 
followers of our Religion. It is wise 
to use the term now the Re- 
Awakening has begun. 

Of course, it does not imply 
monotheism to any who have any 
knowledge of our Faith. WE HONOUR 
ALL OUR GODS AND GODDESSES, in 
personal or Hearth ritual we may use 
a different tribal name — Woden or 
such, as mentioned already. 

Some members will feel a closer con- 
tact with other God Forces — but 
we are happy to use the name of the 
Pantheon Chief to define our Reli- 
gion. It is simple, it is sensible, it 1S 
concise. It must be said, that some 
individuals who try to ‘think up’ a 
new name for our Religion, do so 
only to boost their own ego — a kind 
of one-upmanship. We have no time 
for such silly games. 

As we are obliged to actually use a 
name so people including establish- 
ment authorities who demand an 
identification of a religion if it 1s to 
be taken as ‘genuine’, can see an 
actual definite identity — the term 
Odinism seems the best.’ 





1. Note from publisher. Questioned on 
this point, Arnbald, responsible of the 
OR-France, answered that for him, 
besides all the true answers of Hemngest, 
‘there is something very interesting in 
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I. Do you have contact with other 
pagan groups or religions ¢ 

H. Yes, where worthwhile and 
beneficial. We realise that each folk 
group 1s best served by following its 
own organic way and via this nature 
herself. It is natural then, that we 
have contact with such groups, 
where there is no desire by them to 
try and dilute or neutralise us. We 
have respect for sincere folk religious 
groups, and expect that in return. 
Also some are parallel — for ins- 
tance, Baltic religious groups, they 
are of the same root folk group. 
Their tribal religion is parallel to 
Odinism. Often, those of our folk, 
who are following a religion that is 
not Odinism — realise, via contact 
with us, that in fact their own blood 
faith is Odinism. At times also, there 
may be a mutually beneficial aim, 
perhaps some environmental issue, 
which we will co-operate on. We will 
of course, never compromise our 
ideals and integrity, but are secure 
enough and strong enough to have 
contact with others. BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING OF EACH OTHERS 

FAITHS IS USUALLY BENEFICIAL TO ALL. 





the term Odnism — the roots of the 
name Odin/Woden is Od or Wat, ‘furor’, 
‘extatic furor’, ‘inspiration’. Od-inism 
emphasizes the importance of magic and 
self-surpassing through inspiration in all 
aspects of life. 
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I. Odinism is often associated with 
a National Religion or a Natio- 
nal Feeling. OR seems a national 
movement. How do you live the 
relations with Odinists of other 
countries ¢ Are there problems 
with internationalisation of the 
Rite ¢ 

H. The Odinic Rite should not be 
considered a national movement if 
that definition means it is concerned 
only with one geographical ‘nation’. 
It is a national movement only when 
it is understood it is ‘Odin’s Nation’ 
it serves. Odin’s nation is a folk na- 
tion, a blood nation, if you like and 
its people are all those of our 
folkgroup wherever they live, be it 
Britain, Germany, France, Canada, 
Vinland, Holland, etc. This is a very 
important point to understand. 
With this in mind and known, our 
relations with Odinists of other 
countries will depend on whether 
they are Rite members or not. If they 
are, then, of course, they are part of 
our movement. If they are in another 
Odinist group, then they will be 
considered as allies. Of course that 
is assuming their ideals and actions 
are in accord with ours. An example 
of this would be the Asatri Alliance 
in Vinland. The A.A are our 
comrades — All people of Odin’s 
Nation but a different ‘tribe’ of the 
greater folk nation as it were. We are 
always willing to extend the hand of 
friendship to those groups who are 
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sincere in their wish to 
bring about the New 
Awakening and the 
Restoration of our 
Holy Faith and the 
Nation of Odin. In two 
lands — France and 
Germany — we have two 
functioning branches — the 
Rite Odinique {or Odinic- 
Rite]-France [ORF]? and the 
Odinic Rite-Deutschland 
[ORD]*. These produce 
literature, etc., in the tribal 
language of these lands. Also, of 
course, they provide easier and more 
direct access to fellow Odinists, lo- 
cal contacts, ritual practice and such 
they also are able to gear themselves 
to the different needs of different 
lands. We have individual members 
in most european countries, of 
course, but they are not yet in 
sufficient numbers to warrant an 
actual functioning branch. 

So far, the problems have been minor 
and overcome. An example is the 
alteration of the “JarPs Rally’ in the 
Blotar. At one point (pre-2240/ 
1990), 1t referred to Queen Elizabeth 
II as ‘Warden of these lands and Lea 


2. Contact : Hearth of Irmin, BP 21-46, 
F-51081, Reims Cedex, France. 
Responsible : Arnbald, OR. 

3. Contact : c/o. B. Hicker, Leostr. 58, 
D-50823, Köln, Germany. Responsible : 
Thorberne, OR. 
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Publications of ORD & ORF 


der of the Host’? — Absolute non- 
sense. For one thing she is the head 
of a church which is totally hostile 
to our native religion of Odinism. It 
is also glaringly obvious that she 1s 
not ‘Warden’ of a great many lands 
in which we have members. This was 
changed to our present Jars Rally 
which states ‘May those who lead be 
true, may those who follow be loyal 
so that we may be bound in a circle 
of Unity and Honour’. This not only 
encapsulates the organisation, but 
removes the ‘geographically national’ 
paraphernalia. There are practical 
problems of course, such as distance 
and the difference in languages. But 
here again, the ORD & ORF com- 
bat this by publishing OR material 
in German and French. 

To sum up concisely, our first na- 
tion is the Holy Nation of Odin, 
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which is a Folk Nation and not 
bound by geographical borders. 


I. Do you have some special links 
with Ásatrú in Iceland ? 

H. We respect the Ásatrú Folk in 
Iceland and have high regard for the 
late Sveinbjérn Beinteinsson — 
We regard them as comrades and 
allies in Odin’s Nation. We are also 
co-operating with the Icelandic Ini- 
tiative to create a concrete ‘Interna- 
tional Confederation (or Axis or 
Alhance, whichever term favoured) 
of Odinist movements’. But our 
links could not be called ‘special’ as 
such — We don’t hold them in 
higher regard than other comrades 
as it were. Equal of course, but not 


‘special’. 


I. What problems do you meet as 
an Odinist and as an Odinist 
Movement ‡ 

H. As Individuals, the problems 
faced will depend largely on 
individual circumstances and of 
course on how active you are in your 
work for the New Awakening. How 
overt, how prominent you are. If one 
were to do nothing say nothing, then 
it is most likely the only problems 
you will face is that of seeing a 
corrupt sick society all around. The 
Destruction of Beauty, the Spread of 
gtey Mediocraty, the Assault on 
Faith, Folk & Family. 

All of us will at the least face that. 
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We have to realise, we are truly radi- 
cal, our way of honour and fidelity, 
of striving to be higher, is in stark 
and total contrast to the flow of 
general society. We seek freedom, 
while the ‘powers’ of the Globe seek 
to enslave all in consumer, debt, 
bondage. We seek to say the truth 
when laws are passed which outlaw 
even debate on ‘taboo’ subjects. 
These are problems we all face as 
individuals and as movement. Yes, 
we face hostility, both individually 
and as a movement. I know 
comrades who have found it hard to 
gain employment, I myself suffer this 
and I know I am placed on several 
‘Black Lists’. The Rights to see our 
children given the Education we 
would wish are largely denied. In 
Britain, as I write, a comrade was 
denied a passport and the right to 
travel because of his faith. This I am 
cautiously optimistic to say, is a battle 
we look like winning. 

Bad Press is a problem. In general 
the Media is only looking for the 
sensational, the lurid, the amusing. 
They seek to portray us as either 
demons or eccentrics, depending on 
whether they wish to scare or hu- 
mour the masses. 

We had to struggle to even be viewed 
as a ‘bona fide’ Religion in Britain. In 
some of Odin’s Lands, this is still 
denied, while in others it is better. 
As for physical attacks — well I have 


to say at present these are fairly few, 
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possibly because we are not pacifists 
and will defend ourselves to our 
utmost ability. But worryingly, 
particularly in Germany, Odinic Bro- 
thers and Sisters have been attacked 
and intimidated with threats of vio- 
lence to them and their families. We 
can never assume it will not happen 
elsewhere. 

We are maliciously and wilfully 
misrepresented in the media at times. 
Yes, one can always find some 
deranged clown (or pay one) to pos- 
ture in some ludicrous way - but the 
actions of an individual or several, 
who do not represent the OR, in any 
way, ate not true representation. 
Possibly we can expect such 
problems from establishment organs 
— but sadly, we also face problems 
from some who call themselves 
pagan, even some who call 
themselves ‘Odinist? or Ásatrú or 
whatever name they use. These do 
so from a variety of motives. For 
some, it is pure ego and jealousy. 
They envy us and lacking the 
creativity or the desire to actually do 
something positive, they can only 
attempt to bolster their own Kudos 
by maligning positive movements 
such as ours. Others of course have 
as their real agenda, the neutralisa- 
tion, subversion or destruction of the 
new awakening, the restoration of the 
nation of Odin. 

As we advance, we can expect we 
shall face attacks on all levels — we 


22 


eimgesc speaks 


cannot be surprised because we are 
opposed to the forces of 
malevolence. We seek a higher way 
of life, a noble and free future, beauty 
restored. Obviously those who op- 
pose this will attack us, as will the 
deviants and inadequate and 
malcontent. 

And we do of course face the 
problems any movement will face, 
particularly one which 1s a movement 
of volunteers. We constantly face 
financial difficulties, those who play 
an administrative role, be it 
typesetting, mailing, organising, etc. 
have obviously limited time, they will 
have to balance the responsibility for 
well-being of family and such, with 
the Odinic struggle. Although of 
course they are mter-linked, a ba- 
lance is needed. At times, it can be 
very hard, especially if immediate 
family, a partner or such, is not an 
Odinist. Often great sacrifices have 
to be made — very great. 

We are entirely self-supporting and 
we the Vanguard of the Odinic Re- 
Awakening must face the hardest 
task of all. We must blaze the path 
for others to follow — it is a hard 
path, but as the people of the High 
Gods, we all have a role to play, for 
some it will be dramatic, but 
remember, just supporting our 
movements with donations is vital. 
Yes, we face problems, some great, 
some small, but we will face them 
and it is the facing and overcoming 
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which forges us a new gives us 


Strength and Wunjo'. 


I. Why do you think Europeans 
go to Buddhism, Hinduism, 
North American Shamanism or 
other non-European Religions 
similar to Odinism instead of 
being involved in our native 
Spiritualities ¢ 

H. There are various reasons. Firstly, 
though not necessarily most 
importantly, is the fact that a lot of 
these foreign religions were not 
persecuted or suppressed by the 
Judeo-Christians anywhere near as 
successfully as the European native 
religions. Shinto, Bhuddism, 
Hinduism and religions of Asia/ 
Orient remained largely unscathed, 
at least overtly, from the holocaust 
which descended on the Europeans. 
They were able to continue to exist 
and evolve. Even the North 
American Indians, who were 
slaughtered in large numbers, often 
were able to hold their religions — 
if little else. Of course, the ancient 
natural faith of the Middle East were 
largely exterminated by a 
combination of genocide of the 
peoples (Philistines being an 
example) who practised them, forced 
ethnic mongrelisation — which 





4. The 8* Rune Wunjo P means Joy. It is 
also the picture of a flag and the initial 
of Woden. 
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obviously would change completely 
if not totally eradicate a folk faith 
—and of course the violent destruc- 
tion by the ‘revealed’ monotheist 
Middle-East Religions of Judaism, 
Judeo-Chnistianity and Islam. All of 
whom have the same Jewish tribal 
god as their Mono-God. 

Europe of course fell almost totally 
under the domination of the various 
cults of judeo-christianity. The na- 
tive religions were forced under- 
ground, hidden in folk-tales and 
customs, fairy tales, art, old Lore, etc. 
Obviously much was lost, 
deliberately destroyed. It is a 
testimony to the zeal and 
thoroughness of this cultural and 
spiritual genocide that more people 
will know about an ancient Egyptian 
Goddess than a Teutonic one. Even 
at the height of the British Empire - 
the drive to ‘Christianise’ the Asian 
colonies was basically bloodless and 
not forced. The ‘Locals’ were left to 
their ‘Heathen Idols’ — hence India 
for example retained its Buddhist 
and Hindu Faiths fairly unmolested. 
Even the Hindu “Thugee’ cult was 
only wiped out for reasons of rule - 
not its religion. 

So, at a start it would seem far harder 
to find access to our own ways. Also 
there is the fact that we of European 
stock are actively encouraged to 
belittle our own heritage and destiny. 
We are taught to feel guilt about our 


past, our achievements, our identity. 
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We have the truly sick situation 
where, while every other ethnic 
group 1s encouraged and aided by us 
(at least by our “establish- 


ment’ and the legions of 







dupes we atl 
our people) ` 
their own ` 
que ways, to “4i 
‘discover’ their on 
roots — we are di- ` 
vided, persecuted and 
depicted as demons if 
we do likewise. Even 


have among 
to preserve 
uni ~ 








within our own homelands 
our rights are eroded while those of 
the stranger folk are strengthened. 
Alien ideals and achievements are 
hailed — ours mocked. In this 
climate, it is not surprising so many 
are lost, confused and misled. Even 
in our schools, our own histories, 
literature, ethics, etc., are taught less 
and less while those of aliens more 
and more. 

Our people have the Gift of Com- 
passion — it is more highly 
developed in us than any other folk 
group. But, it has been manipulated, 
corrupted, turned against us. We will, 
metaphorically speaking, cut open 
our own breast to give our blood to 
others, but not for ourselves. Brother 
has been manipulated into warring 
with brother on behalf of alien reli- 
gions or benefit. 

The ‘Kind worthies’ will wiliingly 
give their money in great quantity to 
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help an impoverished stranger folk, 
but give not even a glance to their 
own who suffer. The old people who 
literally die because they cannot 
afford to heat their homes. 

We will give millions, billions to 
foreign lands to create employment, 
while our own people in millions 


across Europe suffer all 
the ills of 


tot pss von eon taal 





unemployment. This ‘self 
a hate’, this ‘guilt’ contributes 

greatly. Those seeking spiritual 
fulfilment in our spiritually arid ‘wes- 
tern’ societies, suffering at some level 
from self hate, look to stranger peo- 
ple ways. It is not surprising when 
these ways are so praised by our 
media and hypocritical intellectuals. 
If one considers, it is a direct 
continuance of the amazing trick the 
judeo-christian religion fed us. That 
is, that we follow a religion where it 
is accepted that ‘Gods’ special peo- 
ple, his ‘chosen’ are aliens. So we have 
this denigration of out own ways, this 
elevation of strangers ways, plus the 
fact they have been allowed to 
develop and survive more openly. 
Obviously, they are better organised 
and higher quality information is 
available. I should actually make it 
clear, that THE ODINIC RITE DOES 
PRODUCE WORK NOW OF THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY IN CONTENT, BUT WE DO NOT 
HAVE THE FUNDS TO COMPETE IN 
‘PRODUCTION QUALITY’ or have the 
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huge access via book shops, etc, 
others do. Despite the fact we are 
existing on a threadbare shoestring 


financially, we receive no aid, no 


grants. This year, for the first time 
ever — an OR Hearth was actually 
given a community grant of about 
£ 30-00. At the same time, hundreds 
of thousands of pounds is given to 
already wealthy alien religious 


groups. 


Then there is the ‘ure of the exotic’. 
This is very pronounced in many 
who are ‘searching’. If they can find 
a magical practice which 1s 
ludicrously 
complicated, 
they will 
think “This 
must be 
good its so 
complex’. 
The ‘exotic’ 
language, 
the ‘exotic’ 
names, the 
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crystal and all manner of moonshine. 
How on Earth any one seriously 
believes an ancient rune worker had 
access to a bewildering range of 
exotic incenses, oft as not concocted 
from ingredients never found in Eu- 
rope (until import this century), I 
find alarming. Do they think they 
sent off to mail order companies ? 
And these are not, apparently, stupid 
people. It is all part of this lure of 
the ‘exotic’. 
And there is also confusion amongst 
many and in cases a kind of diletante 
attitude. You find some ‘Pagans’ who 
mix ‘n? match Gods, Goddesses, 
systems, etc. 
One week 
they will 
worship an 
ancient 
babylonian 
Goddess 
and an 
African 
God — 


next week, 
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strange nna they have 
ceremonies The picturesque Gothi Algard of the discovered 
— they are french cartoonist Mitton, an outer 
—— Chroniques Barbares (v. 3, 1995) - mongolian 
by a strange alien Horse 


perfume. This even extends to books 
published which purport to deal with 
our ways. You have books which 
attempt to merge the ‘Runes’ with 
every system going Which list each 
runes special incense and special 


Goddess, etc. 

Also, Odinism for some seems 
‘harsh’. It recognises Nature’s Laws, 
the laws which apply to all creation. 
There of course are not liked by 
many who hold the sort of Politically 
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correct — liberal attitude— of many. 
Odinism does not say all in nature 1s 
‘sweetness and light’ — for it is not. 
There is struggle and storm. Wolves 
take the sheep to live and the eagle 
the ‘cuddly rabbit’ so their young sur- 
vive. There is a balance. Some prefer 
to dream and think in exotic. cults 


they have found perfection and such. , 


They do not wish to face - 
the harsh truths in life — « 
only the gentle ones. We 
balance (or try to) these. 
Neither do we reject the 
physical aspects of life. We are 
manifestation of the God Forces 
and as such respect the physical 
also. 

Some feel living on little but rice 
and water and existing in an 
emaciated condition somehow 
confers great spirituality. We seek to 
develop to the best our ability our 
physical (coarse matter) and spiritual 
(fine matter) bodies — again a ba- 
lance. This does not mean we are 
‘harsh’ or ‘hedonist’. Indeed the ‘high 
companion’ we teach 1s in reality real 
compassion not moral or physical 
cowardice dressed as a virtue. And 
as we tespect and hail the physical 
and spiritual, obviously we do not 
lead a selfish, hedonist life. 

These factors ate the major ones, 
they overlap and create strange 
hybrids, and it is a combination of 
these things. 
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I. The motto of the Rite is FAITH - 
Fork - FEuILY. Why these three 
terms precisely $ And what about 
‘Nature’ 
H. The ‘Faith’, the Religion of a 
‘Folk’ is an expression of their Link 
with the Gods of that Folk entity. A 
biological and spiritual Link. It is a 
symbiosis. A ‘FAITH? 
, DERIVES FROM A ‘FOLK’ — 
AND A FOLK DERIVES FROM 
THE Gop FORCES OF THAT 
FoLx. The ‘Family’ is the 
basic structure for that Folk 
organism. It balances the mascu- 
line and feminine principles of 
existence, the dynamic outgoing 
and the receptive. The need to 
nurture and guard. These three 
things are totally inter-woven, 
DEFENCE OF ONE IS DEFENCE OF ALL. 
Striving for one is striving for all. In 
this balance is wholesomeness and 
growth. The motto encapsulates all. 


I. And what is specifically the 
place of children in the Odinic 
Rite ¢ 

H. Children are of course holy. They 
are the greatest treasure a Folk can 
have. They ate the Future, the fresh 
Spring. How that Future will 
manifest is very much to do with 
how the children are regarded and 
raised. They are the Blessing of 
the Gods and Goddesses, a mani- 
festation of Magic. TO HARM A 
CHILDREN IS A CRIME AGAINST ALL 
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THAT IS HOLY AND NATURAL and the 
Punishment for such should be 
ferocious — often today it 1s not, 
again reflecting the vile sickness 
which has come upon the world. All 
the community should rejoice in its 
children, because they are a Gift to 
all. Obviously the parents and 
immediate family will delight the 
most, but all should. All the 
community should ‘care’ and nurture 
their young, The importance of the 
children of a folk, is well known by 
the perverse powers which largely 
control our lands. The powers which 
seek to destroy freedom and the 
Glory of Diversity and enslave all in 
material bondage. Who see humanity 
as ‘consumer’ units and wish to 
destroy all heritage, uniqueness, 
freedom, beauty. The ‘State’ now 
take the young and ‘educate’ 
(indocrinate) them. The outer 
workers of the State see them as 
economic units to be targeted. They 
try and destroy the ‘magic’ of 
childhood in an attempt to gain 
more wealth. Often, there is little we 
can do — we have to send them to 
schools where we have almost no 
control over what is ‘taught’ them. 
And, unfortunately, as a consequence 
of our materialist societies, children 
are often seen as economic factors 
— can we afford a child ? Should 
we have one — it may get in our 
way ? Some appear to see them 
as ‘designer accessories’ — the 
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poison of our establishments drips 
through the stratas of society. On a 
very deep level, when a species has 
lost its will to live, they mistreat their 
offspring and loose interest in 
producing young, This is seen in the 
‘animal kingdom’ and ‘human’. When 
a species of human — a Folk unit 
— has become ‘sick at heart’, the 
birth rate drops. A Folk who 
generally, have lost touch with their 
‘Gods’ — with connection with ‘the 
Spiritual’, will almost subconsciously 
stop producing young, And you will 
understand why — if you have lost 
the knowledge of the link between 
Past, Present and Future, you will 
cease to cate about much, but the 
Present. The Future (except your 
own immediate Future) will be of no 
real interest. What will it matter if 
your folk die out ? Your alive now. 
Who cares bout the Pas? — it is 
nothing much to do with you. That 
is the shocking and life denying atti- 
tude which becomes prevalent. No 
people who have lost interest in, Of 
caring, or understanding of their past 
flourish. If they do not die out, or at 
best become hopelessly mongrelised, 
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then they become barbarous in ways. 
THE CHILDREN ARE A DESIRE FOR 
THE FUTURE, a commitment to tt and 
in fact our Future. 

Now at present, there are small 
numbers of children born to Odinist 
patents, obviously as we are not yet 
very numerous. However, the 
numbers have increased quite 
dramatically in the last few years. 
Also of course, due to the fact that 
few members live that near to each 
other, the children do not get a lot 
of chance to meet and mix. And at 
schools, they are often the only 
Odinist children. So arrangements 
for them to be given religious Rights 
or such, do not exist. I have heard 
of Odinist parents 
who have 
successfully claimed 
the Right for their 
children to be 


excluded from 
school assembly. I 
have to say, 


personally I am not 
in favour of this 
Right now. The 
reason is simple - Children, in 
general, will not really understand 
why they are separated from their 
class mates. They will likely feel it 1s 
more some sorts of punishment. 
Also the other children are unlikely 
to understand or respect this 
‘religious’ right. Those ‘separated’ are 
very likely to become ‘picked on’. I 


28 





Deimgesc speaks 


know at my school, a few children 
did not attend assembly but sat in a 
corridor. As virtually none of the 
pupils paid any heed to the ‘religious 
aspect’ and in fact it probably 
discredited christianity more than 
helped it (thankfully) those excluded 
were not respected but thought ‘odd 
balls’ and were mocked and teased. 
Children can be unkind. 

So, personally, I do not think tt would 
imbue the Children with a sense of 
Pride, the reverse in fact, at a later 
date they may ‘rebel’. Of course, if 
there were fair sized numbers of 
Children who were Odinists, 
attending the same school — that 
would be a different matter, but at 
present they are not. 
Now that 1s my 
personal view and I 
had give it to pa- 
rents considering 
this. However, if 
they genuinely 
believed it was in 
their children best 
interest, then I have 
obviously respected 
their choice and hope 1t worked for 
the best. 

But, of course, what can and should 
be done, is that the parents teach 
them Odinic values, Odinic ways 
and Lore. Read to them, explain. 
Not just the perhaps obviously 
Odinic things, such as Rune names, 
the Gods and Goddesses, but our 
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History, Knowledge. The Saying of 
the Odinist Grace before meal 
could be done. Allowing them to join 
some Blotar. Children are inquisitive 
and will listen to knowledge. The 
Women of course can help very 
much in this. As for the place of 
women — they are the manifesta- 
tion of the Goddess. They carry and 
nurture Life, they are honoured. We 
need the feminine Gifts they hold 
just as we need the attributes of 
masculinity. 


I. Thus, according to the motto 
and your last answer, can the 
Odinists be without family, 
without trying to get children ? 
H. We can be Odinists without 
actually having an immediate Family. 
Of course any one of our Folk is part 
of the wider Family of the Folk. 
However, those who have become 
enlightened with Odinic awareness 
will have to consider whether they 
should also continue the genetic link 
of our existence. As ODINISTS WE 
HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO THE Fu- 
TURE and obviously without 
children, our Folk will die out. It 
would be encouraged that they 
produce Children. There may 
be very good teasons why they 
cannot, medical reasons. Or 
possibly they cannot find a 
partner. So yes we can be 
Odinists without having a 
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partner and children — but it 1s 
desirable to try. 


I. You have spoken about women. 
What about the relationship 
between men and women in 
Odinism ° 

H. Our species, Humanity, consists 
of two genders and it is important 
there is a balance and equal interac- 
tion between them. In fact it is vital 
for the continuation of Human Life. 
The male and Female components 
have Equal importance within their 
own specific attributes. The union 
of the two brings Balance and Life 
and sustains Life. The masculine 
attribute is the dynamic, projective 
and logical, The female passive, 
receptive and intuitive. They balance 
each other. No movement, religious 
or otherwise, no Religion in fact, or 
Society, can ever attain its true 
potential if it is dominated by one 

principle only. 
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A Society, Movement, etc., 
unbalanced to the masculine will find 
the female principle being 
denigrated. The Females of that So- 
ciety will either, as consequence, seek 
to shed their feminine Role and 
attempt to become pseudo-males, 
viewing the Feminine Gifts and 
qualities as burdens, or they will 
become totally submissive. In both 
instances, their inherent qualities of 
intuition, nurturing and drive to 
create are weakened. A Society 
unbalanced to the Feminine will 
suffer also. The Males will lose their 
ability to solve problems logically and 
become less able, or interested in 
their protective Role. They will loose 
the desire to protect the feminine 
and honour it. We are, as 
communities, suffering the corrosive 
affects of this unbalance now. Judeo- 
christianity despised the feminine 
and subjugated it where possible. 
Despite the fact this life hating creed 
is dying in our lands, its mutant 
offspring — materialism — conti- 
nues this denigration, this 
unbalance. It seeks still to obliterate 
both Male and Female attributes. It 
is no Wonder we see a decline in 
our peoples birth rate, the collapse 
of the Family. Odinism honours 
both male and female attributes — 
the Feminine is honoured and 
ptotected by the Male ; the Male 
nurtured and honoured by the 
Female. Our Religion, as an expres- 
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sion of the Truth of Nature, of 
Primal Truths and Laws, has always 
recognised and reflected the 
necessity of ‘Balance’. It is reflected 
in our Myths and Wisdom. We are 
restoring this balance, THE WOMEN 
HAVE A GREAT IMPORTANCE 1n this. 
We cannot attain perfect balance 
overnight, it takes time to undo cen- 
turies of negative work, but slowly 
we restore this holy equilibrium. 


L Does this unbalance still exist, 
because apparently we cannot see 
a lot of women in Odinism at the 
moment ¢ | 

H. Yes, there is unfortunately an 
unbalance at the moment, though it 
is not as unbalanced 
as it once was. As 








a man, it is hard 
to identify why 
at the mo- 
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more men than women. Part of the 
problem is the very fact we have this 
unbalance. What I mean 1s, 
it can be uncomfortable 
for a women, especially if 
alone, to attend a Hearth 
Blot, and it is at Hearth 
level most actual contact 
takes place, where most 
will be men. It would of 
course be similar for alone 
male to attend something 
where the majority were 
women. Forget the macho 
oaf boasts that ‘T’d love it’ 
— they would not. So 
there is of course that 
problem. Also, there is the 
fact that travel for a lone 
women, to and from a blot, 
can be a lot more 
unpleasant than for a man. 
If, for example, it would 
involve a late night journey 
on public transport, it can 
be a very intimidating 
journey for a woman. It is 
not a particularly pleasant 
experience for a man to be 
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their partners interests. If a male 
Odinists partner is not an Odinist, 
and he said ‘tonight, I’m 
going to go out with my 
friends to an Odinist 
event’, she would be more 
agreeable. She may even 
feel men are little boys 1n 
some ways and so have to 
be allowed to ‘play boys 
games’ — be it going to a 
football match, playing 
darts or going to an 
Odinist meeting. 

Now, if the situation were 
reversed, there are far 
more men who would 
want to know what it is all 
about. If they were not 
Odinists, they would be 
suspicious, especially if 
they realised the event 
would be attended 
predominantly by males. 
Now we could say ‘Oh 
yes, but if they were really 


... 
` 


ee. (NA secure in their 


aang S 


relationship, they would 
not mind and be pleased 


DY 


standing on a tube station Idunn & to allow their partner to 
(metro) late at night, there the golden develop themselves? — 
is often a threat of menace apples Fair enough, that is 


in the air, but it is 

amplified for a woman. Then, of 
course, there is an element which 
spring from the different qualities of 
men & women. In general women 
will be more ‘accommodating’ to 


possibly true and it is 
ideal. But the plain fact is we are 
dealing with actual realities, not an 
ideal here. Quite a lot of men would 
not react favourably if their partner 
said ‘Get yourself some dinner on 
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the way home — I’m going out 
tonight to a Hearth Blot’. It does not 
matter how much one argues this 1s 
wrong, it is a fact. Also, in the same 
vein, women will often be more 
interested and accommodating in 
their partner interests than men are. 
For example, a women who 
previously had no interest in rugby 
and in fact thought it a boring and 
stupid game, will suddenly develop 
a great interest in it if her boyfriend/ 
husband whatever is — she will want 
to share his interest. Then, if the 
relationship ends and she meets a 
new man who may have a great 
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interest in, say motor racing, she will 
drop her interest in rugby and take 
up this new interest. Feminists or 
such may decry this, but it is a fact 
of life. Men, in general, are not so 
accommodating in this way. Of 
course, it can go the other way ; I 
have known some who were 
extremely active and apparently 
dedicated Odinic activists — then 
they meet a woman or a ‘new love’ 
comes into their life and that’s it — 
they drift away. And it does not 
matter how dedicated they appeared, 
all their bold words turn to mush — 
I have seen this. However, to return 
to the main point, another reason 1s 
probably due to the fact the ‘warrior 
aspect’ has been perceived as being 
very dominant and while some 
women have been attracted by this 
very fact, many are not. It 1s true to 
say the ‘sword’ has outweighed the 
‘distaff’? and obviously been a self 
perpetuating unbalance. Now, this is 
a very difficult thing to balance, 
because the warrior aspect of 
Odinism is very important — it 1s 
honoured and should be. Also, we 
have had to be aggressive & dynamic 
in our early growth. We have had to 
be thrusting to ensure we were not 
diluted and rendered neutralised. 
There are groups who call 
themselves “Odinist or ‘Ásatrú’ or 
whatever who in essence are not. 
They may use Odinic terminology, 
but not Odinic consciousness — 
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they are basically worthless. We have 
had to clearly raise Odin’s Raven 
Banner again. So we cannot and will 
not deny the warrior aspect ; it 1S a 
vital aspect. But, of course, 
it is not the entirety by any 
means. Odinism is an 
entire system and has 
many aspects. ALL must 
be developed and 
respected. At times a cer- 
tain aspect needs to be 
the most prominent, at 
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OR, level it has). Men and women 
have different qualities to bring and 
we shall gratefully accept the 
feminine gifts and aspect our women 
folk can bring. We have made 
advances — we have got rid 
of the ‘fancy dress weekend 
Viking marauder types’. 
We instill that true 
& warriors guard and 
97AN protect their folk and 
IAR do not conduct 
P E themselves as 


. " ` xt » í XỊ \ Ũ 2 
times others. We do wish Lee cl << uncouth bullies. Just 
to attain a balance. It is [PER Se oe h as we do not want 






of course hard and I 
think it must be largely 
the women who help us 
attain the balance. A man cannot 
bring feminine gifts to the 
movement. The situation 1s 
improving. Our Blotar now are more 
balanced than before1990 — the 
year we were able to clearly identify 
deviant elements in our ranks and 
begin to clear them out — back then 
we had the situation where the 
Mother Night Blot did not men- 
tion Mothers —and an Ostara Blot 
which did not honour this wondrous 
Goddess. Of course we have 
remedied such things, and will con- 
tinue to do so. This year 796 Natio- 
nal Moot Blotar will see a great 
advance on this when a Gothi and a 
Gythia will preside over the Blot. 
This has never been done on the Na- 
tional level before (though at Hearth, 
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women, neither do 
we want women 
who attempt to be men. We honour 
the different qualities each have. But, 
as I have said, it will be largely the 
responsibility of the women to help 
us attain this balance ; they must give 
their help. I should add we are not 
going to operate the ridiculous and 
self defeating policy of ‘positive dis- 
crimination’ whereby a woman is 
appointed to a position just because 
she is a woman or such, but the input 
of women will be appreciated and 
as Director their thoughts, intuitions 
and suggestions will be given equal 
consideration. 


L So how can we live Odinism 
everyday ? 

H. How we can live Odinism 
everyday is to strive to live according 


33 























Incerview with a Cochi 


to the virtues and charges detailed 
above. We should attempt to live 
honourable and decent lives. In every 
thing we do we should try to act with 
the higher awareness Odinism brings. 
This should be attempted in all facets 
of our lives. TAKE JOY IN THE JOY OF 
OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES AND 
SHARE THEIR SORROW. PROTECT LIFE 
AND THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 


I. And beside that, what is the im- 
portance of celebrations ? 

H. The celebrations and their 
practices are by no 
means the ‘whole’ 
of Odinism. 
Though, in a very 
teal way, each day 
of our lives is a 
celebration. 
However, it 1s 
widely recognised 
that the most ef- 
fective way of 
impressing on the 
individual the 
wisdom and ethics 
of a religion is 
through ritual. 

In the celebrations of the Odinic 
Rite, we are able to learn more of 
our religion. It is obvious the 
celebrations have meaning. What 
may appear as being without 
meaning to the outsider, will remind 
and impress upon Odinists profound 
truths. The rituals relate to us on 





Deimgesc speaks 


many levels. 
The structure of the ritual cycle is 
representative of the seasonal cycle 
of the year. They relate also to our 
everyday lives and to the life of our 
wider community : the Folk. To the 
macrocosm and microcosm of the 
multiverse, to the cycle of creation 
and nature itself, for all in inter- 
related. Thus they celebrate growth, 
flowering, harvesting, birth, 
mating, education, ruling, 
healing, dying and rebirth. 
Because our liturgical cycle reflects 
the cycle of creation, 
of nature — by 
formalising and 
performing the 
rituals, we are able to 
remain in contact 
with the rhythms of 
life, and we maintain 
our contact with the 
soul of nature, from 
which in present 
time we may often 
otherwise be 
detached. 
Regular and correct 
practice enables us 
to feel our part in the whole of na- 
ture. This increases our awareness in 
all aspects of life. We live in the 
Knowledge of the Gods in all we do, 
be it working, studying or playing. 
In this way we are renewed. 
As mythology expresses essential and 
eternal truths in a way we can 
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understand, so ritual allows us to 
partake actively and knowingly in the 
primal and eternal rhythms of exis- 
tence. The rituals and ritual actions 
impress upon us the significance of 
the particular blot, its purpose and 
place in the liturgical cycle. THE 
BLOT, THE CELEBRATION IS A TIME 
WHEN WE VERY CONSCIOUSLY AND 
DELIBERATELY RECOGNISE AND 
STRENGTHEN OUR LINK WITH THE 
Gop FORCES, THE ANCESTORS AND 
ouR Fork SOUL : our link with all 
existence. This reinforces our inner 
understanding. It defines our 
heritage and our place in the web of 
creation. It reminds us of our debt 
of loyalty and honour to our past kin, 
our duty to the present and our 
responsibility to the future. We 
understand the very sacredness of 
maintaining our folk integrity. We 
link with our folk soul in an act of 
will, and this strengthens both 
ourselves individually and, via the 
strengthening of the folk soul, our 
folk. It brings order from chaos and 
meaning into life. As well as 
strengthening our spiritual body, it 
also helps us relate to and understand 
the tangible aspects and manifesta- 
tions of ourselves, our kin and na- 
ture. 

Regular practice imbues us with a 
greater understanding and 
appreciation of life. On an esoteric 
level, the vibrations set up 
multiply and become stronger, 
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effecting a psychic and physical 
change. We can reach out via 
celebration to that which normally 
seems beyond reach. We stand at the 
point of the heildom and, for a mo- 
ment merge with the past, present 
and future. We learn, we worship, 
we give and receive blessings, we 
share, we give form to will and 
renew our will ; WE ARE IN 
HARMONY WITH CREATION, LINKED 
SPIRITUALLY AND PHYSICALLY WITH 
our Gops, GODDESSES, UR-GEISTS 
AND VoLK-GEISTs ; we define our 
identity and we know the higher 
destiny that can be ours. 


I. What is the sense of 
Magic for you ? K? 
H. Obviously, once 
more, due to the e 
confines of space 
in this interview, \ 
let alone the sheer 
time a full answer 
would require, | 
will not be able to 
deal with this in 
depth. Also, and 
this 1s most 1m- 
portant to re- 
member, much 
of this falls in 
the category of 
‘Direct 
experience’. It is 
in a 
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realm which cannot be fully 
explained in either the spoken, less 
still the written word. It can only be 
sensed, felt — experienced. 

For me Magic is extremely impor- 
tant, it is Life — MAGIC ts Lire, LIFE 
is Macic. I mean this quite literally. 
The Union of Male and Female 
which produces new Life, is Magic. 
Magic is both tangible and intangi- 
ble. It cannot be defined as such. 
Some have it magic is the conscious 
use of will, ritual, etc. To effect 
change, which can themselves be tan- 
gible or intangible. Yes, I had agree, 
but it is not just that, it is beyond 
these limits. In fact it is beyond the 
scope of descriptive limitation. There 
are of course many layers of magic. 
Some consciously willed, some 
subconscious. Some divine, some 


mundane. It can bless — or blast. 
Bring bliss or desolation. 
Undefinable in words. 


I. Thus what is the place of magic 
in the OR ¢ 

H. Well, it follows, that Magic is an 
exceptionally important aspect of 
Odinism and thus our movement, 
the Rite. Our rituals are 
both mundane =~ 
and 
sacred. 


quế 
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They are magical acts. It is not 
necessary that all members are 
‘interested’ in Magic ; it is not 
necessary they consciously seek to 
perform Magic. All will however be 
‘touched’ by magic as Life is Magic. 
And all will perform it. Some to high 
degree, some lesser — But just by 
joining a Blot, they will be joining in 
magical practice. 


I. In the Odinic Rite, what is the 
importance of Runes, Gods, Na- 
ture and Dreams ° 
H. I really shall have to be brief on 
this, for each subject, though inter 
related, merits again at least a book 
each. 
Firstly, the Gods are the Creative 
forces with whom we are linked. 
They exist within us, IN EACH OF US 
IS A SPARK OF THE DIVINE GOD 
FORCE. 
Then, THE RUNES ARE THE VIBRA- 
TIONS OF CREATION, THE ‘SHAPES’ 
OF THE Opic FORCE WHICH 
PERMEATES ALL THE MULTIVERSE. 
Nature is that which links all — we 
are all interwoven within it. 
Dreams? On one level they are our 
individual mytho- 


¬ logy. 
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On another or one way, we can con- 
tact different levels, different beings, 
and each other in different realms. 
Some of course are just a sorting of 
the days events — 
some fortell happe- 
nings. 

Personally, I think 
women are, in 
general, more gifted 
in this type of 
divinatory or predic- 
tive dream. I do not 
claim that to be a 
fact, but it is a 
personal belief | 
have and I never 
dismiss a woman’s dreams. 

The runes of course are potent tools 
to effect change. But as said at the 
start, this question I must keep brief 
because it is so vast — but impor- 
tant to remember these and all as- 
pects are not to be isolated and 
compartmentalised — all are linked. 


I. And what is the importance of 
Gealdor and Stédhur in your 
practice ¢ 

H. Gealdor is of course a very 1m- 

portant part of Odinic Magic. It is 

used in virtually all our blotar. I do 

not think it the nght place to go into 

more detail. 

Stédhur is of course important too. 

At this time is probably used more 

in personal ritual than in Hearth or 

National Blotar, although, of course, 


Incervieus with à Gochi 


some simple stances are an integral 
part of all. The Algiz stance T for 
example, we use. It 
is very likely this 
was the first stance 
the aryan people 
adopted when 
hailing the high 
ones. It is natural, it 





is joyous and 
worshipful. There 1s 
sometimes a danger 
the over elaborate 
stances detailed in 
some ‘books’ or 
such, will detract 
from the intent. 
Some of them are awkward to 
perform — if used at a blot they can 
totally detract as people are 
concentrating more on not 
overbalancing, or the physical 
discomfort or even the fact that 
some of them look rather absurd. 
Quite frankly most books — which 
is where most people (outside the ac- 
tive Odinists who partake in Hearth 
Ritual) find supposed Knowledge on 
Stödhur, are pretty shallow. The 
stances are often thrown 1n as 
‘padding’ to ‘look wise and arcane’. 
Just like the guff about special exotic 
incenses and such. Possibly they will 
have a placebo effect, but nothing 
deeper. 

Of course, correctly performed, they 
can be beneficial. A practitioner will 
find , once they ate attuned, that 
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stödhur become ‘led’ as it were. ‘The 
Energies themselves guide and 
move. Obviously there are certain 
Gealdor and Stédhur that are not 
enhanced in benefit by common, 
open description. 

It should also be known, that not all 
magical practices are compatible. 
Like much else 
concerning 
‘Paganism’, there 
is a mistaken 
belief among 
some, that all 
systems are valid 
for all folk, or 
one can mix ‘r 
match magical 
systems. This is a 
potentially very 
serious error. In 
some instances it 
will cause little 
harm, except to fool the would-be 
‘Magician’ that they are achieving 
great results — the main ‘Harm’ here 
is that they are waste their time and 
energy. On occasions, it can have 
varying degrees of harmful results 
and can be fatal. 

While certain magical practices / 
phenomena are ‘universal’ and 
therefore equally valid for all the di- 
verse folk organisms and individuals 
within each, which are termed 
‘human’ — others are not. A practice, 
for example, designed for a northern 
European to contact their folk soul 
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would be ineffective for an African 
Bushman and vice-versa. 

Odinism, as a complete Religious 
entity, has its magical or esoteric as- 
pects, just as it has exoteric aspects. 
Of course, the two are interwoven, 
and of course, best suited to those 
whose organic Religion is Odinism. 
Just as on 
exoteric levels, 
no benefit comes 
from attempting 
to merge all, so 
on the esoteric 
or ‘magic’ levels. 
‘As above so 
Below’ to use a 
quote popular 
with ‘Pagans’. I 
am certainly not 
going to detail 
here which 
practices, etc., 
are universal and which are defined, 
but those who decide to become 
more involved in ‘Magic’, will 
discover if they are to truly succeed, 
or advance along their Path. 


I. Do you think Odinism is 
Shamanism ¢ 

H. Odinism is an entire system. It is 
our Religion and of course the real 
meaning of Religion is to bind all 
aspects of Life. So Shamanism is 
naturally one aspect, but not the 
entirety. Odinism has esoteric and 
exoteric aspects of course — And 
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all aspects are linked, but Odinism 
is not just any one aspect. Not all 
Odinists will be Shaman, in fact the 
majority will not be. 

Shamans & Shamankas are impor- 
tant, but of course so are Builders 
and Farmers, Warriors, Mothers, etc. 
Each individual has gifts and talents 
which they should develop as much 
as possible to bring to our 
movement. 


I. What is your position and the 
position of Odinism concerning 
Reincarnation ° 

H. My personal position is that we 
reincarnate, there is no need to 
elaborate, REINCARNATION Is A FACT. 
We do not make this a ‘dogma’, so if 
an individual Odinist has not yet 
come to consciously realise this fact, 
that is his choice. But we can see how 
all Life reincarnates. The seasons 
come into being, live, apparantly 
‘die’, then are reborn. Even those 
who cannot consciously be aware of 
the immortal quality of part of our 
being and thus its reincarnation, will 
realise that on a coarse physical level, 
plants, trees, animal, etc., continue to 
physically survive via offspring. The 
DNA spiral continues — the folk 
memory and soul are enlarged and 
continue. Matter cannot be truly 
destroyed — it can be changed, but 
not destroyed. 

Our immortal element is “fine matter’ 
and reincarnates in coarse matter. It 
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is desirable that individuals attempt 
to discover their past lives, for it can 
lead to greater awareness and 
understanding of the Present. Il may 
help ‘break’ a repetitive negative 
quality. This is of course a highly 
complex subject and this is only a 
very brief touching upon it. 


I. How do you see the Future of 
the OR ? 

H. Undoubtedly we shall encounter 
obstacles and periods of Storm and 
Strife. It is by these we are forged 
strong and learn or destroyed. 
Whether desirable or not, all 
movements face such storms if they 
are to remain dynamic and vital. If 
there is nothing but ease and 
comfort, a movement, as a people, 
become indolent, soft and corrupt, 
and ultimately die out or is destroyed 
anyway. This is a law of Existence. 
For a Forest, the storm rips out the 
decaying, 
unhealthy 
trees and 
branches ; 
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movement, those who are weak 
mentally in some way or such. We 
all of us have faults which we try to 
overcome, THE STORM IS THE TEST 
— do we break or stand firm. It 1s 
easy in periods where obstacles are 
small and problems few, to speak 
bold words and to work for the New 
Awakening, It is easy to proclaim 
Loyalty. We have all seen it, those 
who spoke of their unyielding 
commitment, etc. etc. But when a 
storm came, how soon their words 
became mush. It is the storm which 
tests true loyalty, true mettle, those 
still standing as the storm abates are 
the strong, the core and those who 
will continue the advance. 

I believe the ‘balance’ between mas- 
culine and feminine, sword and 
distaff we are working towards, will 
increase until we have obtained the 
equilibrium. This, of course will 
bring advances we cannot really 
speculate upon, but they will be po- 
sitive. Hearths will also grow 
stronger, more confident and 
provide an increasing pool of talent 
for our movement. We also desire a 
stronger and wider administrative 
section, the regional ‘HQ’s’ and area 
reeves we ate working towards will 
help greatly. Obviously, we are 
forced to proceed at what may seem 
a slow pace, but we proceed. 

We will publish more Literature — 
in fact, if you consider the number 
of publications we have produced 
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Thor, the Thunderer 


the last five years, you will ever see 
it is an increase of several hundred 
per cent on the publications 
produced during the entire period of 
the Odinist Committee and then 
the Rite in the period between 1973 
and 1991 (18 years !). This is a very 
positive advance, and will continue. 
The fully functioning branches we 
now have — ORF & ORD — will, 
I am sure, also grow. Already they 
ate firmly grounded. Contact and 
collaboration with comrade organi- 
sations will strengthen. Already the 
Rite is part of an initiative, originally 
formulated by the Ásatrú Alliance 
of the USA and the Icelandic 
Ásatrúar, to create an axis of Odinist 
movements to increase awareness of 
our religion and champion our Reli- 
gion Rights. Odinism will become far 
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more widely known and move into 
a more mainstream area. This has 
dangers attached of course, there are 
those who would seek to dilute us, 
to make us ‘acceptable’ and alter us 
so that whatever we called ourselves, 
we would not really be Odinist. We 
have predicted this and seen this 
trend among some. However the 
Rite will not compromise one jot — 
we will provide pure Odinism. 


We will continue to increase, our 
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already considerable influence. | 
believe we shall begin also to provide 
a more solid form for our 
community, one in which we can, for 
instance, be able to employ members 
of our own community to carry out 
work we may need, electrical work, 
medical even. It is already happening 


in a small way. 


We shall continue as the prime force 
in the world of form in the New 
Awakening of the Odin 


The Hammer Song (song for blotar) 


Allfather, Valfather, can you hear 
our call ? | 

Allfather, Valfather, high in 
Asgardh’s halls. 

Hung on the holy tree, nine 
nights for lore. 

Allfather, Valfather, can you hear 
our call? 


Balder, shining one, can 
you hear our call ? 
Balder, brightest sun, can 
you hear our call ? 

Hail we the life-giver ! 
Hail the rising sun ! 
Balder, shining one, can 
you hear our call ? 


Hail Freyr, Sig this day ! Peace 
and plenty more. 

Hail Freyr, Sig this day ! 
Kinsmens’ deeds recalled. 


“ Soft are yourfields so green that 
whisper tales of gore.” 
Hail Freyr, Sig this day ! Peace and 


plenty more. 


Hail Thor, Hammerlord, can you 
hear our call ? 
Hail Thor, Hammerlord, 
giants’ steads to fall. 
Drink till you’re merry boys, 
drink till the dawn. 
Hail Thor, Hammerlord, can 
you hear our call P 


Allfather, Val-father, can you 
hear our call ? 
Allfather, Val-father, high in 
Asgardh’s halls. 
Hung on the holy tree, nine nights 
for lore. 
Allfather, Val-father, can you hear 


our call ? 
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consciousness. Whether by us 
directly or via small groups who 
have/ate knowingly or not, 
influenced by us. Through us, the 
manifestation of the Gods and 
Goddesses upon Midgarth shall 
grow stronger. As this grows stronger 
so will we and so on in a spiral. 

In the past Golden Age, the High 
Ones walked with their Folk and so 
shall again. We will aid the Evolu- 
tion of a higher state to come. We 
shall hold through the great Ragna- 
rok the memory and light of 
Odinism to help the new Golden 
Age. The Golden ruins shall be 
restored for Gods and Men. 
Naturally, the speed of our advance 
will depend upon the will and work 
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of us as the movement and the Power 
and Inspiration of the Gods. It will 
take sacrifice, it will take dedication, 
hard work and loyal service. But it 
shall come ! 

May ÍDUNNA NOURISH US Ì 


L To conclude, what will come 
after the Ragnarok ° 

H. THe RAGNAR Rise ! Creations 
spiral exists in all. We have fallen 
from an age of Gold to an age of 
poison mud. From a Great High 
Summer to a dark Winter. We move 
towards the Ragnarök. There are 
many Ragnaroks. This century has 
seen the Ragnarök. But even in this 
dark time, this age of mud, the seeds 
of rebirth are sown. THE CLEANSING 
RAGNAROK WILL ISSUE THE NEW 
SPRING AND A NEw GOLDEN AGE. 


Haw THE RrrE ! Har THE Gons ! 
For A NEw AWAKENING ! 


Interview received 
Winter Finding 
2246rE/ 1996 ce 
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Heimgest in some dates 


In 2246z/1996cr, Heimgest is 
41. 
OR apprentice 18.04.85 
OR Treasurer 20.05.86 
CG member 24.6.86 
OR Professed member 
17.10.86 
Voted DCG 22.04.89 
Installed DCG 23.04.89 


The monthly celebrations 
of the OR 


Charming of the Plough 

(Festival of Labour) 17.1 
Vali (F. of the Family) 14.2 

- Summer Finding 

(F. of Ostara) 20.3 
Sigurd 

(F. of the Homeland) 23.4 
Ragnar Lodbrok 


(F. of the Vikings) 22.5 
- Midsummer l 

(F. of Balder) 20.6 
Sleipnir (F. of Life) 26.7 
Discovery of the Runes 

(F. of the Mind) 25.8 

- Winter Finding 

(F. of Harvest End) 20.9 
Hengest 

(F. of Settlement) 12.10 


Einheriar (F. of Heroes) 11.11 
~ Mother Night 
(Yule/Midwinter) 20.12 
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Ásatrú : Old Norse : lit. Truth of 
the Aesir. One name of the northern 
faith. The name of the Icelandic 
branch of the northern faith. 

Blot, pl. Blotar : Ceremony (lit. sa- 
crifice) 

Gealdor (fr. ON, Galdr, pl. 
Galdrar) : magical incantation. 
Gothi, pl. Gothar : Priest 
Hearth: Basic structured unit of the 
Odinic Rite. 

Hof : a group (lit. temple) 
Multiverse : A more accurate des- 
cription of what is called the Uz- 
verse as it encompasses all its many 
realms, dimensioned layers, etc. as a 
multifaceted entity. 

Odic Force : the Life Force which 
permeates all. 

Stédhur pl. Stadha : ON : Posture 
(mostly, runic posture) 

Vinland : North America 


On Odinist datation 


As a lot of northern groups, the 
Odinic Rite uses the chronology of 
the Runic Era (RE), which 
originated with the Golden Age of 
spiritual knowledge and wisdom that 
was initiated in our mythology by 
Odin’s discovery of the runes 
which occured historically when ru- 
nes were first used about a quarter 
of millenium before the commence- 
ment of the Common Era (CE). 
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Nature of the Rite 


‘The Odinic Rite promotes all as- 
pects of our ancestral religion 
today called Odinism. Those who 
believe that runes and runology 
are the be and end all of Odinism 
have too narrow a vision of the 
runes, a shallow knowledge of 
their mysteries and a lack of 
understanding of the meaning of 
religion. the runes are the 
essential mystical ingredient of 
Odinism but not its sum total.’ 
“Odinism is an entire and whole 
system — a way of ‘being’. It is 
concerned with all aspects of our 
folk — cultural, historical, 
ecological, mystical, etc. It is 
concerned with the ethics of so- 
cial behaviour, our relationships 
with one another and Nature, with 
the whole of life. It defines our 
unique identity as a folk and as 
individuals within that folk 
organism. We cannot properly res- 
pect other folk until we can res- 
pect ourselves. Odinism is our 
link with the past, our strength 
for the present and our desire 
for a noble future.’ 




















































































“The Odinic Religion is our way 
of life, our inherited culture. We 
have a duty to pass it on to our 
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children and to guide our 
countries men and women back 
to their own path. We try to learn 
from it, for it is our inspiration. 
We seek to protect it, preserve it, 
advance and extend it. To bring 
about the New Awakening. And 
we defend it.’ 


‘We place high regard on the 
importance of the family and 
encourage at least one night a 
week be reserved as Family 
Night which is spent at home 
with the family and perhaps 
invited fellow Odinists who 
might otherwise spend the 
evening alone or in non-Odinist 
company. Hospitaly is one of the 
Noble Virtues of the OR. the im- 
portance of sworn oaths should 
be remembered.” 


‘We are a movement which is 
working toward the New Awake- 
ning of our folk and awareness 
of our connection with our Earth 
and all of Nature. We strive for a 
noble and honourable life.’ 


For the complete text : 
Odinic Rite, 
BCM Runic, 
London, WCIN 3XX, 
Great-Britain. 
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